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Boldly and without hindrance he preached the kingdom of God
and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ.
Acts 28:31
The final miles to Rome
11

After three months we put out to sea in a ship that had wintered in the island. It was an
Alexandrian ship with the figurehead of the twin gods Castor and Pollux. 12 We put in at Syracuse and
stayed there three days. 13 From there we set sail and arrived at Rhegium. The next day the south wind
came up, and on the following day we reached Puteoli. 14 There we found some brothers who invited
us to spend a week with them. And so we came to Rome. 15 The brothers there had heard that we were
coming, and they traveled as far as the Forum of Appius and the Three Taverns to meet us. At the
sight of these men Paul thanked God and was encouraged. 16 When we got to Rome, Paul was allowed
to live by himself, with a soldier to guard him.
Acts 28:11-16
1. Now the wind is literally at Paul’s back

2. Paul is encouraged – maybe because his letter to the Romans (see Romans 1:8-12) had been read!

Paul’s first task in Rome: meet with the Jewish leaders
17

Three days later he called together the leaders of the Jews. When they had assembled, Paul said
to them: “My brothers, although I have done nothing against our people or against the customs of our
ancestors, I was arrested in Jerusalem and handed over to the Romans. 18 They examined me and
wanted to release me, because I was not guilty of any crime deserving death. 19 But when the Jews
objected, I was compelled to appeal to Caesar—not that I had any charge to bring against my own
people. 20 For this reason I have asked to see you and talk with you. It is because of the hope of Israel
that I am bound with this chain.”
21
They replied, “We have not received any letters from Judea concerning you, and none of the
brothers who have come from there has reported or said anything bad about you. 22 But we want to
hear what your views are, for we know that people everywhere are talking against this sect.”
Acts 28:17-22
1. The “hope of Israel” (God himself in Jeremiah 14:8; 17:13) is that Messiah would establish God’s
kingdom (see Daniel 2)

2. Doug is skeptical that the Jewish leaders didn’t know more about Paul, but they are concerned
about any conflict with Paul in light of Claudius’ edict of 49 AD
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23

They arranged to meet Paul on a certain day, and came in even larger numbers to the place
where he was staying. From morning till evening he explained and declared to them the kingdom of
God and tried to convince them about Jesus from the Law of Moses and from the Prophets. 24 Some
were convinced by what he said, but others would not believe. 25 They disagreed among themselves
and began to leave after Paul had made this final statement: “The Holy Spirit spoke the truth to your
forefathers when he said through Isaiah the prophet:
26
“ ‘Go to this people and say,
“You will be ever hearing but never understanding;
you will be ever seeing but never perceiving.”
27
For this people’s heart has become calloused;
they hardly hear with their ears, and they have closed their eyes.
Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear with their ears,
understand with their hearts and turn, and I would heal them.’
28
“Therefore I want you to know that God’s salvation has been sent to the Gentiles, and they will
listen!”
Acts 28, Paul quotes from Isaiah 6:9-10
1. By “explained and declared the kingdom of God” Luke is pointing to the fulfillment of the Old
Testament promises AND to the ethics of the kingdom (summarized in the Sermon on the Mount)

2. Paul’s “convincing them about Jesus” sounds like Luke 24:27 and would include all the faith in
Jesus elements of the gospel: cross and resurrection, promise of the Holy Spirit, faith repentance

3. God faithfully preserved the Jewish people to bring the gospel to us Gentiles whose rejection of
Messiah was foretold in Isaiah (thanks to Bob Deffinbaugh, see also Romans 11:1-10)

The last word in Luke’s continuing story
30

For two whole years Paul stayed there in his own rented house and welcomed all who came to
see him. 31 Boldly and without hindrance he preached the kingdom of God and taught about the Lord
Jesus Christ.
Acts 28:30-32
1. The abrupt ending is Luke’s way of telling us that the gospel is more important than Paul (see
Philippians 1:12-14), but there might be an even more important reason for this ending

2. “Declaring the kingdom” and “preaching about Jesus” summarize Luke’s message in Luke/Acts
(see Luke 4:43, 9:2, 18:24-29, 22:16-30; Acts 1:3, 8:12, 13:32-33, 19:8)

3. The more Paul is chained, the less he (and more importantly, the gospel) is hindered

Acts 29: Preaching the kingdom and teaching about the Lord
1. Preaching the kingdom announces the advent of the “crusher” kingdom of which we are a part!
“In the time of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be destroyed,
nor will it be left to another people. It will crush all those kingdoms and bring them to an end, but it
will itself endure forever. 45 This is the meaning of the vision of the rock cut out of a mountain, but not
by human hands—a rock that broke the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver and the gold to pieces.
Daniel 2
44

2. The kingdom always includes repentance and faith: my response and the Jesus story
14

After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God.
“The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news!”
Mark 1 (see Luke 4:43)

15

3. Participation in this kingdom requires a new ethic: what I should love and what I should hate
“Blessed are you who are poor,
for yours is the kingdom of God.”
Luke 6:20 (the “ethic” for this kingdom is summarized in 6:20-49)

4. Luke’s most important reason for this abrupt ending? The Great Commission is not complete and
the Holy Spirit is still at work!
In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach 2 until the
day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had
chosen. 3 After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs that he
was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. 4 On
one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem,
but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John baptized
with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”
6
So when they met together, they asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the
kingdom to Israel?”
7
He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own
authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
Acts 1

Resources for further studies in Acts
The Bible Project team has great stuff on Acts at https://open.life.church/items/179224-poster-jpg
Spurgeon has several sermons on texts in Acts which are available at
https://www.biblebb.com/brefindex/act.htm
Tim Keller has a wonderful article at Christianity Today (April, 2021) on hope and resurrection at
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2021/april-web-only/timothy-keller-hope-times-fearresurrection-better-world.html Keller also addresses the impact of the resurrection on his own
diagnosis of pancreatic cancer in The Atlantic at
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2021/03/tim-keller-growing-my-faith-face-death/618219/
This Gospel Coalition “Why the Resurrection Changes Everything” article includes a survey of many of
the key resurrection texts: https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/why-the-resurrection-changeseverything/
Peter Krol offers an interesting take on the structure of Acts 27 at
https://www.knowableword.com/2021/09/03/what-should-we-make-of-pauls-shipwreck-narrative/
D. A. Carson has a wonderful essay from Acts 17 on “Worldview Evangelism” at
https://www.monergism.com/athens-revisited-exegetical-study-acts-17-da-carson
Deffinbaugh’s Acts messages are at https://bible.org/series/studies-book-acts His sermon on Acts 28 is
at https://bible.org/seriespage/35-paul-rome-acts-281-31
Allistair Begg has a sermon in this text which focuses on the how God works through the circumstances
of Paul’s life at https://www.truthforlife.org/resources/sermon/all-things-god-works/
For those who want to dig deeper into the worldview clash at Mars Hill, I recommend Andrew Klavan’s
challenging “Speaking Truth into Modern Culture” at https://youtu.be/Cckiti7as44
John Stott’s The Spirit, The Church and the World: The Message of Acts (IVP, 1990) and F. F. Bruce’s
work: New Testament History (Doubleday, 1980) and The Book of the Acts (Eerdmans, 1984). For
this passage, I also like Kistemaker’s commentary (Baker Book House, 1990).
Harry Boer, That My House May Be Filled (Eerdmans, 1957)

