THE GOSPEL GETS CLOSER
Summer 2022, Acts 16:6-15
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The Lord opened [Lydia’s] heart to respond to Paul’s message.
When she and the members of her family were baptized,
she invited [Paul and his companions] into her home.
Acts 16:14-15
Scene #1: Luke joins Paul and Silas in the missionary band
6

Paul and his companions traveled throughout the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been
kept by the Holy Spirit from preaching the word in the province of Asia. 7 When they came to the
border of Mysia, they tried to enter Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus would not allow them to. 8 So they
passed by Mysia and went down to Troas. 9 During the night Paul had a vision of a man of Macedonia
standing and begging him, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 10 After Paul had seen the vision,
we got ready at once to leave for Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel
to them.
Acts 16:6-10
1. The gospel has now arrived in Europe, what Isaiah calls “the islands” (see Isaiah 42)

2. The Holy Spirit worked first by closing, and then by opening (Paul finally did get to Ephesus!)

Scene #2: Lydia is a very persuasive convert
11

From Troas we put out to sea and sailed straight for Samothrace, and the next day on to
Neapolis. 12 From there we traveled to Philippi, a Roman colony and the leading city of that district of
Macedonia. And we stayed there several days.
13
On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to the river, where we expected to find a place of
prayer. We sat down and began to speak to the women who had gathered there. 14 One of those
listening was a woman named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth from the city of Thyatira, who was a
worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul’s message. 15 When she and the
members of her household were baptized, she invited us to her home. “If you consider me a believer in
the Lord,” she said, “come and stay at my house.” And she persuaded us.
Acts 16
1. Philippi represents the history of the “islands”

2. With no synagogue in Philippi, Paul and his companions start where God-fearers gather

3. Lydia is a picture of conversion: gospel, conviction, faith, baptism, fellowship

Theological key to the text: What does is mean when the Holy Spirit is at work?
18

Then the glory of the LORD departed from over the threshold of the temple and stopped above
the cherubim. 19 While I watched, the cherubim spread their wings and rose from the ground, and as
they went, the wheels went with them. They stopped at the entrance to the east gate of the LORD’s
house, and the glory of the God of Israel was above them.
Ezekiel 10
17

“ ‘In the last days, God says,
I will pour out my Spirit on all people . . . .
Acts 2

1. The “end” of the Old Testament is when ___________________________________________

2. The “sign” of the New Testament is when ____________________________________________

3. We believe the Holy Spirit still closes doors and open hearts

Lessons from Lydia
1) Paul never forgets Lydia’s invitation to “abide”
21

For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 22 If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean
fruitful labor for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not know! 23 I am torn between the two: I desire to
depart and be with Christ, which is better by far; 24 but it is more necessary for you that I remain in
the body. 25 Convinced of this, I know that I will remain, and I will continue with all of you for your
progress and joy in the faith, 26 so that through my being with you again your joy in Christ Jesus will
overflow on account of me.
27
Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. Then,
whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, I will know that you stand firm in
one spirit, contending as one man for the faith of the gospel . . . .
Philippians 1

2) This is the first place Paul’s baptizing is recorded, for these two reasons: 1) to show that Lydia is
included in the body, and 2) to take the attention away from Paul and put it on Jesus
13

Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Were you baptized into the name of Paul? 14 I am
thankful that I did not baptize any of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15 so no one can say that you were
baptized into my name. 16 (Yes, I also baptized the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I don’t
remember if I baptized anyone else.) 17 For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the
gospel—not with words of human wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.
1 Corinthians 1

Resources for further studies in Acts
The Bible Project team has great stuff on Acts at https://open.life.church/items/179224-poster-jpg
Spurgeon has fewer sermons on Acts available than I would hope at
http://www.romans45.org/spurgeon/index/r_ac.htm . His sermon on Acts 16:9 is at
https://www.biblebb.com/files/spurgeon/0189.htm
Tim Keller has said much on the topic of mission. See “5 Practices” at https://brave.is/5-practices-of-amissional-church-tim-keller/ and https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/trevin-wax/gospel-cultureand-mission-an-interview-with-tim-keller/
Kim Riddlebarger has an interesting article on Acts 15 at https://www.kimriddlebarger.com/theriddleblog/three-take-aways-from-the-jerusalem-council-acts-15
Deffinbaugh has a helpful introduction at https://bible.org/seriespage/unique-contribution-book-acts
His Acts series is at https://bible.org/series/studies-book-acts His sermons on this text are at
https://bible.org/seriespage/22-great-debates-acts-161-10 and https://bible.org/seriespage/23-closerlook-open-and-closed-doors-acts-1611-40
John Stott’s The Spirit, The Church and the World: The Message of Acts (IVP, 1990) and F. F. Bruce’s
work: New Testament History (Doubleday, 1980) and The Book of the Acts (Eerdmans, 1984). For
this passage, I also like Kistemaker’s commentary (Baker Book House, 1990).
Harry Boer, That My House May Be Filled (Eerdmans, 1957)

