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Lent: Journey to the Cross #5, Luke 8:26-39
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The man from whom the demons had gone out
begged to go with him, but Jesus sent him away, saying,
“Return home and tell how much God has done for you.”
So the man went away and told all over town
how much Jesus had done for him.
Luke 8:38-39
Next step on the journey: Transjordan
26

They sailed to the region of the Gerasenes, which is across the lake from Galilee. 27 When Jesus
stepped ashore, he was met by a demon-possessed man from the town. For a long time this man had not
worn clothes or lived in a house, but had lived in the tombs. 28 When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell at
his feet, shouting at the top of his voice, “What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I
beg you, don’t torture me!” 29 For Jesus had commanded the evil spirit to come out of the man. Many
times it had seized him, and though he was chained hand and foot and kept under guard, he had broken
his chains and had been driven by the demon into solitary places.
30
Jesus asked him, “What is your name?”
“Legion,” he replied, because many demons had gone into him. 31 And they begged him repeatedly not
to order them to go into the Abyss.
32
A large herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside. The demons begged Jesus to let them go into
them, and he gave them permission. 33 When the demons came out of the man, they went into the pigs, and
the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned.
34
When those tending the pigs saw what had happened, they ran off and reported this in the town and
countryside, 35 and the people went out to see what had happened. When they came to Jesus, they found
the man from whom the demons had gone out, sitting at Jesus’ feet, dressed and in his right mind; and
they were afraid. 36 Those who had seen it told the people how the demon-possessed man had been cured.
37
Then all the people of the region of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them, because they were
overcome with fear. So he got into the boat and left.
38
The man from whom the demons had gone out begged to go with him, but Jesus sent him away,
saying, 39 “Return home and tell how much God has done for you.” So the man went away and told all
over town how much Jesus had done for him.
Luke 8 (see the ESV translation and the interesting details that Mark includes in Mark 5:18-20)
1. Luke continues the story of Jesus’ authority over creation: natural and supernatural

2. Jesus’ ministry is going to include even more Gentiles, even the “demonized”

3. Luke focuses our attention on God’s transforming power and our response of proclamation

Why did the Messiah cross the lake?
One day Jesus said to his disciples, “Let’s go over to the other side of the lake.” So they got into
a boat and set out. 23 As they sailed, he fell asleep. A squall came down on the lake, so that the boat
was being swamped, and they were in great danger.
24
The disciples went and woke him, saying, “Master, Master, we’re going to drown!”
He got up and rebuked the wind and the raging waters; the storm subsided, and all was calm.
25
“Where is your faith?” he asked his disciples.
In fear and amazement they asked one another, “Who is this? He commands even the winds and
the water, and they obey him.”
Luke 8 (see also Mark 4:
22

1. Luke takes us on Jesus’ journey into Gentile territory, and the start of the Transjordan church

2. Jesus’ expression of his authority is a faith lesson for his disciples – the object of our faith matters

3. Both pictures of Jesus’ authority end with the same fear and amazement (see Mark 4:20, 5:21)

Why does Jesus make people afraid?
34

When those tending the pigs saw what had happened, they ran off and reported this in the town
and countryside, 35 and the people went out to see what had happened. When they came to Jesus, they
found the man from whom the demons had gone out, sitting at Jesus’ feet, dressed and in his right
mind; and they were afraid. 36 Those who had seen it told the people how the demon-possessed man
had been cured. 37 Then all the people of the region of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them,
because they were overcome with fear. So he got into the boat and left.
Luke 8:34-37

1. Yes, Jesus is a threat to the community’s financial security, but it is a changed life that gets their
attention

2. The “demonized” man isn’t just cured, he was saved – coming face to face with the transforming
power of God is just as threatening

Two important thoughts:
1) The demon possessed man goes from fear to faith – after encountering Jesus
2) The people go from comfort to fear – after encountering Jesus

Lessons for our kerygma
1) The content of preaching is Christ and his kindness
18

As Jesus was getting into the boat, the man who had been demon-possessed begged to go with
him. 19 Jesus did not let him, but said, “Go home to your family and tell them how much the Lord has
done for you, and how he has had mercy on you.” 20 So the man went away and began to tell in the
Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him. And all the people were amazed.
Mark 5
4 But

God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 5 even when we
were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—
6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in
the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ
Jesus.
Ephesians 2 (see Romans 2:4, 1 Corinthians 1:10-31 with its focus on unity)

2) This preaching is apostolic (but not Apostolic)
But what does it say? “The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart,” that is, the
word of faith we are proclaiming: 9 That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe
in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is with your heart that
you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. 11 As the
Scripture says, “Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame.” 12 For there is no difference
between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him, 13 for,
“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”
14
How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the
one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? 15 And
how can they preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who
bring good news!
Romans 10
8

11

It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be
pastors and teachers, 12 to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may
be built up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become
mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.
Ephesians 4

Resources for our Lenten journey 2022
Bible.org has some wonderful resources at https://bible.org/book/Luke
I. Howard Marshall’s Greek commentary is my go to help (Eerdmans, 1978)
J. C. Ryle has an interesting commentary at https://www.gracegems.org/Ryle/Luke.htm
Bob Deffinbaugh has two sermons on this text at https://bible.org/series/luke-gospel-gentiles.
I appreciate J.C. Ryle’s commentary on Luke at https://www.gracegems.org/Ryle/l13.htm
Tim Keller has wonderful summary of the gospel at https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/the-storyof-the-bible-how-the-good-news-about-jesus-is-essential-tim-kelle/

