WHEN GOD’S MERCY IS GOOD
Meeting God in the Psalms: Psalm 109

October 3, 2021

But you, O Sovereign Lord, deal well with me for your name’s sake;
out of the goodness of your love, deliver me.
For I am poor and needy, and my heart is wounded within me.
Psalm 109:21-22
Learning from imprecatory psalms
For the director of music. Of David. A psalm.
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O God, whom I praise, do not remain silent,
for wicked and deceitful men have opened their mouths against me;
they have spoken against me with lying tongues.
With words of hatred they surround me;
they attack me without cause.
In return for my friendship they accuse me,
but I am a man of prayer.
They repay me evil for good,
and hatred for my friendship.
Appoint an evil man to oppose him;
let an accuser stand at his right hand.
When he is tried, let him be found guilty,
and may his prayers condemn him.
May his days be few; may another take his place of leadership . . . .
May this be the LORD’s payment to my accusers,
to those who speak evil of me.
Psalm 109

1. Even this lament psalm has “Hallelujah!” bookends

2. This Christ-centered psalm invites us into the Jesus’ experience with Judas and Satan (see 109:4, 8)

3. The middle section (109:6-20) express the Righteous One’s experience of evil – it really is Satan!

4. This psalm invites us to be wrapped in the garment of praise rather than bitterness

The good mercy of God
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But you, O Sovereign LORD, deal well with me for your name’s sake;
out of the goodness of your love, deliver me.
For I am poor and needy,
and my heart is wounded within me . . . .
I am an object of scorn to my accusers;
when they see me, they shake their heads.
Psalm 109

1. God’s hesed mercy (or, faithful love) is equal parts affection, generosity and covenant (thanks, Nick!)

2. God’s mercy is tōv because it fulfills his purpose in our lives

3. This “first person” account only makes sense in the shadow of the cross

A new way of seeing God
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Help me, O LORD my God;
save me in accordance with your love.
Let them know that it is your hand,
that you, O LORD, have done it.
They may curse, but you will bless;
when they attack they will be put to shame,
but your servant will rejoice.
My accusers will be clothed with disgrace
and wrapped in shame as in a cloak.
Psalm 109

1. This strophe begins with Yahweh, El, yasa’, and hesed all in one line of verse

2. Even in an imprecatory psalm, there is still room for the lost to respond to what God is doing

3. We are either wrapped in Jesus’ righteousness or wrapped in our own shame
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Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the
desires of the sinful nature.
Romans 13:14

Getting to praise
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With my mouth I will greatly extol the LORD;
in the great throng I will praise him.
For he stands at the right hand of the needy one,
to save his life from those who condemn him.
Psalm 109

1. This is praise m’ōd that draws me into the community of “Hallelujah!”

2. In Book 5, we don’t get to the Hallel, the Torah, the Ascents or the doxology until we meet Messiah!
(see the poster below)

3. The salvation here points directly to Jesus, Yeshu’a – and he comes to stand at my right hand!

