WON’T YOU BE MY NEIGHBOR?
They Ministry of Neighboring #1, Luke 10:25-37
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But he wanted to justify himself, so [the expert in the law] asked Jesus,
“And who is my neighbor?”
Luke 10:29
What is a “neighbor”?
“ ‘Do not hate your brother in your heart. Rebuke your neighbor frankly so you will not share in his guilt.
“ ‘Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against one of your people, but love your neighbor as yourself. I
am the LORD.
Leviticus 19:18
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Hebrew: rē’, friend, companion, fellow-citizen (see Song of Songs 5:16)
Greek: plēsion, in a position quite close to another
Latin: proximum tuum, the one nearest to you
English: from Old English “nigh” + “gebur”, one who dwells near
1) Scripture never limits who I should love, it expands to the alien (19:33-34) then to my enemy (Matt. 5)
2) English goes back to its roots and makes “neighbor” relational!

Two revealing questions (and why Mr. Rogers was more popular than lawyers)
On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to
inherit eternal life?”
26
“What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?”
27
He answered: “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”
28
“You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.”
29
But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”
30
In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem . . . .”
Luke 10:25-30
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Quetstion #1: The expert in the law assumes he can earn eternal life

Question #2: The expert is more interested in justification before men than before God

Love is the tough part (or, How not to fight the yard sign wars)
“Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?”
The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.”
Jesus told him, “Go, and do thou likewise.”
Luke 10 with an assist from the KJV and Spurgeon (see Leviticus 19 and Romans 13:8-10)
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1) Jesus tells this story to set up the self-justified

2) Love (and its cousin, mercy) fulfills the law, it does not replace the law

3) Jesus assumes that those who follow him to the cross are going to love like Deut. 6 and Lev. 19

Being the Samaritan (with a lot of help from D. A. Carson)
1) Jesus answered Question #1: An inheritance cannot be earned!
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However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.”
Luke 10:20, part of Jesus previous conversation with his disciples
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For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9
not by works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do
good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.
Ephesians 2:8-10

2) The Good Samaritan is _______________________________
Jesus strictly warned them not to tell this to anyone. 22 And he said, “The Son of Man must suffer many
things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and he must be killed and on the
third day be raised to life.” . . . . 51 As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely
set out for Jerusalem.
Luke 9
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3) That means that I am __________________________________________
As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used to live when you
followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in
those who are disobedient. 3 All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our
sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath. 4 But
because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even when we were
dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved.
Ephesians 2

Resources for further studies of the Good Samaritan
The Bible Project team has great stuff on Luke at https://bibleproject.com/learn/luke/
Spurgeon has a classic sermon, “Go, and Do Thou Likewise” at https://www.spurgeon.org/resourcelibrary/sermons/the-good-samaritan/#flipbook/
J. C. Ryle’s commentary on Luke 10 at https://www.gracegems.org/Ryle/l10.htm
Deffinbaugh’s sermon at https://bible.org/seriespage/36-good-samaritan-luke-1025-37
I have really appreciated D. A. Carson’s video at https://youtu.be/DvR1ipoRnsU

Romans 13
8

Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who loves his
fellowman has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “Do not commit adultery,” “Do not murder,” “Do not
steal,” “Do not covet,” and whatever other commandment there may be, are summed up in this one rule:
“Love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no harm to its neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of
the law.
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And do this, understanding the present time. The hour has come for you to wake up from your slumber,
because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. 12 The night is nearly over; the day is almost
here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light . . . . 14 Rather, clothe yourselves
with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the sinful nature.

