BEARING THE IMAGE OF GOD
The Gospel in Creation	September 20, 2026
Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness.
And let them have dominion . . . .” 
So God created man in his image, 
in the image of God he created him;
male and female he created them.
Genesis 1:26
The God who does not “speak in secret”
1. Whatever approach we take to understanding Genesis 1, the main point is the same: God is creating a place, ha ‘aretz, to be with his people.

2. This is an  important passage to review the exegesis to application movement in reading God’s word to us.  First, what does the text mean, and only then to apply the text to my life.

3. Listen this morning for God’s purpose, the “what is it for?” question.

[image: A close-up of a comic strip]
Genesis 1:1-2:3
        In In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. 
     3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 And God saw that the light was good. And God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 
     6 And God said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.” 7 And God made the expanse and separated the waters that were under the expanse from the waters that were above the expanse. And it was so. 8 And God called the expanse Heaven. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day. 
     9 And God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 
     11 And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind, on the earth.” And it was so. 12 The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed according to their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 13 And there was evening and there was morning, the third day. 
     14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day from the night. And let them be for signs and for seasons, and for days and years, 15 and let them be lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16 And God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. 17 And God set them in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth, 18 to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. 
     20 And God said, “Let the waters swarm with swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the expanse of the heavens.” 21 So God created the great sea creatures and every living creature that moves, with which the waters swarm, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 And God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23 And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 
     24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures according to their kinds—livestock and creeping things and beasts of the earth according to their kinds.” And it was so. 25 And God made the beasts of the earth according to their kinds and the livestock according to their kinds, and everything that creeps on the ground according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 
26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 
27  So God created man in his own image, 
                        in the image of God he created him; 
                        male and female he created them. 
      28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 29 And God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 
       2 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. 2 And on the seventh day God finished his work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all his work that he had done. 3 So God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it God rested from all his work that he had done in creation.

What it means (exegesis)
1. God introduces himself at the sovereign creator who delights in his creation.  Everything about the way God tells his story points to this purpose: God is providing for his people a good  place for his special creation to enjoy his presence (see Isaiah 45:18-19).




2.	The Creator is teaching his people an important lesson: He alone knows what is good for his people.  Only living in God’s “good” will allow God’s people to enjoy presence.  
      15 “See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil. 16 If you obey the commandments of the Lord your God that I command you today, by loving the Lord your God, by walking in his ways, and by keeping his commandments and his statutes and his rules, then you shall live and multiply, and the Lord your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to take possession of it. 17 But if your heart turns away, and you will not hear, but are drawn away to worship other gods and serve them, 18 I declare to you today, that you shall surely perish. You shall not live long in the land that you are going over the Jordan to enter and possess. 19 I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and curse. Therefore choose life, that you and your offspring may live, 20 loving the Lord your God, obeying his voice and holding fast to him, for he is your life and length of days, that you may dwell in the land that the Lord swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them.” 
Deuteronomy 30



3.	Humanity’s creation in the image of God sets them apart from the rest of creation which is created “after its kind.”  While the image includes all the ways humanity reflects God  -- language, morality, dominion, relationality, unity in diversity, soul and spirit, ability to create – the heart of the imago Dei is intrinsic value that comes from being created to be loved by God.
       5 Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 6 On account of these the wrath of God is coming. 7 In these you too once walked, when you were living in them. 8 But now you must put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk from your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices 10 and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. 11 Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all.
Colossians 3
What it means for me (application)
1. I am invited to enter into God’s Sabbath!
         18  For thus says the Lord, who created the heavens 
		(he is God!), 
	    who formed the earth and made it 
		(he established it; he did not create it empty, he formed it to be inhabited!): 
	   “I am the Lord, and there is no other. 
	19   I did not speak in secret, in a land of darkness; 
		I did not say to the offspring of Jacob, ‘Seek me in vain.’ 
	     I the Lord speak the truth; 
		I declare what is right. 
Isaiah 45

     6 Since therefore it remains for some to enter it, and those who formerly received the good news failed to enter because of disobedience, 7 again he appoints a certain day, “Today,” saying through David so long afterward, in the words already quoted, 
	“Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts.” 
8 For if Joshua had given them rest, God would not have spoken of another day later on. 9 So then, there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of God, 10 for whoever has entered God’s rest has also rested from his works as God did from his.
Hebrews 4


2. Genesis 1:1-2:4 is a polemic against the gods of the age, from and Ancient Near East to Anacortes today.  Isaiah 45 provides a category for describing the spirit of this ages’ counterfeit to God’s good. 
        “Assemble yourselves and come; 
draw near together, you survivors of the nations! 
	     They have no knowledge who carry about their wooden idols, 
		and keep on praying to a god that cannot save. 
	21  Declare and present your case; 
let them take counsel together! 
	    Who told this long ago? Who declared it of old? 
	    	Was it not I, the Lord? 
          And there is no other god besides me, a righteous God and a Savior; 
there is none besides me.
Isaiah 45:20-21

     Throughout this opening chapter God is depicted as the one who both knows what is “good” for man and is intent on providing the good for him. In this way the author has prepared the reader for the tragedy that awaits in chapter 3. It is in light of an understanding of God as the one who knows “good” (ṭôḇ) from “evil” (raʿ), and who is intent on providing man with the good, that man’s rebellious attempt to gain the knowledge of “good and evil” for himself can be seen clearly for the folly that it was. The author seems bent on portraying the “fall of man,” not merely as a sin, but also as the work of fools. When we read the portrayal of God in chapter 1 as the Provider of all that is good and beneficial (wayyarʾ ʾelōhîm kî-ṭôḇ, “And God saw that it was good”), we cannot help but see in this an anticipation of the author’s depiction of the hollowness of that first rebellious thought: “The woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good [ṭôḇ] … and desirable for gaining wisdom” (3:6). Here again the verbal parallels between God’s “seeing the good” in chapter 1 and the woman’s “seeing the good” in chapter 3 cannot be without purpose in the text. In drawing a parallel between the woman’s “seeing” and God’s “seeing,” the author has given a graphic picture of the limits of human wisdom and has highlighted the tragic irony of the Fall.
Sailhammer, EBC



3.	Rejecting God’s purpose in creating us male and female is one of the most harmful effects of 
the fall.  The church’s response is to speak the truth and remind the world that our God is in the image restoring business.
      24 Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies among themselves, 25 because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen.
Romans 1

           The ultimate question is: Where should Christians place their emphasis when engaging in discussions on this topic? Transgenderism is not exclusively a battle for what is male and female, but rather a battle for what is true and real. Christians cannot simply nod and smile politely in the face of damaging lies.
         Postmodernism, coming out of romanticism and existentialism, tells us that “you are what you feel.” Thus, experience reigns supreme, and everything else must bow before it. Sola experientia (“experience alone”) has won out over sola Scriptura (“Scripture alone”).
         But God is saying, You are who I created you to be. The truth is not something we feel; it is not based on our self-perception. In fact, Scripture tells us that the fallen heart “is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can understand it?” (Jeremiah 17:9). We can’t trust our own thoughts and feelings, so we need to submit them to God because we can “trust in the Lord forever, for the Lord God is an everlasting rock” (Isaiah 26:4).
Christopher Yuan, He Made Them Male and Female


Resources for studying Genesis 1-2
I found these commentaries helpful:
	Bruce Waltke’s Genesis: A Commentary (Zondervan, 2001).
	John Sailhammer’s EBC commentary on Genesis (Zondervan, 1990).  
	H. C. Leopold’s Exposition on Genesis (Baker Book House, 1950).
I recommend Lee Strobel’s The Case for a Creator (Zondervan, 2004) as a good introduction to the argument for creation.  
Alexander Maclaren has a very short summary at https://www.ccel.org/ccel/maclaren/gen_num.ii.i.i.html
All of Vern Poythess’ work in Genesis is good.  See “Christian Interpretations of Genesis” at http://www.frame-poythress.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/2013ChristianInterpretationsOfGenesis1.pdf , “Ten Things You Should Know” at https://www.crossway.org/articles/10-things-you-should-know-about-genesis-13/  and “Let There Be Light” at https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/let-there-be-light
Ligon Dunon has a wonderful sermon advocating for the six-day creation position at https://fpcjackson.org/resource-library/sermons/the-first-things-creation-3-the-days-of-creation/ 
He also has a good sermon on the Sixth Day at https://fpcjackson.org/resource-library/sermons/the-first-things-creation-4-the-sixth-day/
Ligonier has a “What does R. C. Sproul really believe” article at https://www.ligonier.org/posts/what-rc-sprouls-position-creation and a good study at https://www.monergism.com/adams-fall-and-mine
Also see https://learn.ligonier.org/podcasts/ultimately-with-rc-sproul/the-goal-of-creation
Doug really likes Spurgeon’s sermons on the first day at https://chspurgeon.com/sermons/light-natural-and-spiritual-660 and https://chspurgeon.com/sermons/the-spirits-work-in-the-new-creation-3134
Ron Thompson, an engineer who writes interesting theology, posted this good description of the “Big Bang Creationism” and the polemic nature of the Genesis 1 poetic creation story at https://gpront.blog/2024/01/20/genesis-11-5-day-1/
Timothy Keller has a classis “The First Wedding Day” sermon at https://www.monergism.com/first-wedding-day-%E2%80%93-genesis-218-25  It is interesting that “Marriage” was the most popular series ever preached at Redeemer.
Keller also has a good message on Genesis 3 at https://www.monergism.com/paradise-crisis-%E2%80%93-genesis-31-9   His sermons on Genesis 1 are available at https://gospelinlife.com/book-of-the-bible/genesis-1/

Michael Milton has a good defense of the 6-day creation position at https://michaelmilton.org/2010/04/01/dr-doug-kelly-creation-rts-and-the-foundation-of-scripture/
Christopher Yuan has a fine summary of the male/female themes in Genesis 1 and 2 at https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/he-made-them-male-and-female
Doug appreciated John Piper’s study of the image of God at https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/the-image-of-god 
















Ligon Duncan on the Image of God, the second half of “The Sixth Day” 
at https://fpcjackson.org/resource-library/sermons/the-first-things-creation-4-the-sixth-day/

And that brings us to the sixth day and we're finally through with the introduction. So let's hear God's holy word in Genesis, chapter 1, verse 24:
Genesis 1:24-31
Our Father we thank You for this word. And as we pause simply to think about one thing tonight, what it means to be made in Your image we pray that You would teach us by Your word what it is to be human and what it means to be redeemed, that we might image Your glory. We ask it in Jesus' name, Amen.

     Tonight I want to concentrate on one thing, and one thing only. One issue raised from this passage and that is what does it mean to be made in the image of God? We’re going to come back to the sixth day and we're going to look at the commands that God gave to Adam and Eve when they were created. We’ll do that later. But for now I simply want to look at the issue of the image of God. Everybody here who knows a little bit about Christian theology knows how important is the claim that we are made in the image of God. But that phrase often times comes up in our head as a blank. In other words we know the phrase, but we don't have any content for that. But what does that mean to be made in the image of God? There have been various attempts to define what it means to be made in the image of God. I want to look at Genesis 1 and particularly at four Old Testament passages that speak about man as created in God's image in order that we might have a more specific, a more definite, a more biblically rounded understanding of what it means to be a made in God's image. And that's all I want to try and do tonight. Let me tell you the passages we’ll look at. Genesis 1, verses 24 through 31 is the first passage, of course, in the Scripture that speaks of our being made in the image of God. The second passage is Genesis 5, verses 1 through 3. The third passage is Genesis 9, verse 6 and its context, and the fourth passage which doesn't use the phrase image of God but which talks about man as in the image of God is Psalm 8, verses 1 through 9. Let's look then at this passage, because it's made clear that on the sixth day that man is made to resemble God. Now that's an extraordinary phrase, and Genesis want you to be shocked by it. Genesis wants you to be shocked by the phrase that man has been created in the image and likeness of God. Genesis wants you to be a little bit nervous about that assertion because it's a glorious assertion.

I. It is made clear on the sixth day that man is made to resemble God.
     What does it mean then to be made in the image of God? Let me suggest five things that it means to be made in the image of God from the passage that we look at tonight. First of all it is clear in Genesis 1, verses 24 and 25 that to be made in the image of God is to be distinct from the animal creation. Man is distinct from the animal creation. Look at Genesis 1:24 and 25. Note that five times in Genesis 24 and 25 we are told that the beasts of the earth are made how? After their kind, after their kind, after their kind. But in Genesis 1:26 and in 1:27, we are told that man was made in our image and according to our likeness, that in his own image and in the image of God He created him.
     What is Moses trying to tell you? Man is unique. He is not just another animal. He's not just a higher animal. He is of an entirely different genus than animals. He is in the image of God. It's not just that he's smarter than animals. It's not just that he grew legs and can outrun fish. It is that he is an entirely different genus. He's not just more highly developed, he is of a different kind. Today it is not uncommon for human anthropologists to refer to man as the human animal. From Moses perspective that is a contradiction in terms. We are more than animal and we are other than animal. We are human. As Nigel Cameron said it in the most shocking of ways, but what he said was true, "We are in the genus of God." That's precisely what Moses wants us to see here in Genesis 1.
     The second thing that we see about the image of God is that we are endowed with the capacity to rule. In fact we are given the responsibility to rule. Man is endowed with the capacity for and the responsibility of dominion and rule. Look at verses 26 and 28 of Genesis 1: "Then God said ‘Let us make man in Our image according to Our likeness and let them rule.’" Notice how in such close proximity to this assertion that we're made in His image and likeness, God says, ‘Let them rule.’ Now what does God do? Well, you've already learned from Genesis 1:1 through 25 that He rules. If you wanted to sum up the theme of that passage: God rules. As He creates, He rules. He rules over the earth, He rules over the sky, He rules over the sea, He rules over the animals, God rules. And immediately after we're told that man is created in His image. What are the first words? "Let them rule." So man is given the capacity for dominion and that, of course, implies that he's able to think, and that he's able to act morally, he's able to act with righteousness and that aspect of God's image is stressed in the divine command that is given to Adam in Genesis 1:28. Look at that passage. In Genesis 1:28 God blesses man and God says to him be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and rule. In that passage again, man's capacity and responsibility to rule is stressed. That declaration, by the way, is continued in verses 29 and 30 and it is repeated in Genesis 9, verses 2 and 3 where this passage is reiterated in the time of Noah and that is precisely what is celebrated in Psalm 8. If you have your Bibles handy, please turn with me briefly to Psalm 8 because this is precisely what the Psalmist is celebrating. Pick up in verse 3. "When I consider Thy heavens, the work of Thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which Thou hast ordained; what is man, that Thou dost take thought of him? Or the son of man, that Thou dost care for him? You understand that what the Psalmist is doing in verses 3 and 4 is, he's saying, ‘When you look at this world around us, it's so big, it's so powerful, it's so intricate, it's so beautiful. Man is a tiny thing in comparison.’ I mean what are we in the context of this huge universe? And then the Psalmist sort of has to take a deep breath because he realizes – look at these words in verse 5: "Yet thou hast made him in a little lower than God and dost crown him with glory and majesty. Thou dost make him to rule over the works of Thy hand. Thou hast put all things under his feet. All sheep and oxen and also the beasts of the field, the birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea, whatever passes through the paths of the seas." You see what he's doing, he's saying isn't it amazing that God in His grace in Genesis 1 gave us the responsibility to rule over all that. It's amazing, he said. Man has been given the capacity to rule.
     And let me just say very briefly that our rule over creation is not for the purpose of exploitation. A lot of times you hear anti-Christian environmentalists say Christianity is responsible for all the pollution in the history of the world, because we teach that man can use the earth however he wants to. That's not true. God has given man responsibility to rule over the earth but in accountability to whom? To God. We rule not as the owners but as stewards. Our Landlord will one day call us to account. And therefore the earth is not there simply for us to use as we wish, but we are to utilize the earth and rule it in such a way as to bring pleasure to the one who owns it. And so we have an answer to those who say that Christianity promotes exploitation of the environment.
     Thirdly, Genesis teaches us that being in the image of God means that we bear certain of God's attributes. To be in the image of God is to bear certain of His attributes. And let me give you an example of that if you’ll turn to Genesis 5. That's the second of the passages that I mentioned to you. In Genesis 5 the only other place in the book of Genesis, with the exception of Genesis 9, that speaks of image and likeness and look what it says. Genesis 5, beginning in verse 1: "This is the book of the generations of Adam. In the day when God created man, He made him in the likeness of God. He created them male and female and he blessed them and named them Man in the day when they were created. When Adam had lived one hundred and thirty years, he became the father of a son in his own likeness, according to his image, and named him Seth." Now there in that passage are correlated two things. First, the language of our being created in the likeness of God and then the language of Seth, Adam's son, being created in the image and likeness of Him. What do we learn from that? It is made clear by this analogy in Genesis 5, verses 1 through 3, that as Seth was in the likeness and image of Adam, so we are in the likeness and image of God.
     Now the attributes are not spelled out there in so many words, but there are indications, especially in Genesis 1 and 2, what it means to be bearing certain of God's attributes. Let me just mention three. It is apparent from Genesis 1 that as God is rational, so we are rational. This is implicit in Genesis 1:1 through 25 where God is seen to be rational. That is, He has intelligence; He has a will; He is able to form plans and He executes them. He's rational. Man, too, is endowed with rationality, with knowledge, with understanding. And that is seen in Adam's naming of the animals. In Genesis 2, verses 19 and 20, where Adam names the animals, that's not only an exercise of rule, it's an exercise of rationality, of understanding, as Adam gives appropriate names for the various animals. And this is confirmed in the New Testament teaching about salvation. In Colossians, chapter 3, verses 9 and 10, the Apostle Paul indicates that that aspect of the image is restored in redemption. Listen to what Paul says. "Do not lie to one another. Since you laid aside the old self with its evil practices and have put on new self which is being renewed to a true knowledge according to the image of the one who created him." So in salvation we are being renewed in a true knowledge of the one who created. And of course this knowledge, this rationality, includes the fact that man is inescapably aware of God and has a law from God written on his heart. And so man's rationality is reflected in his rule, his understanding itself is a bestowal of God, and this image of God in man is the basis of our evangelism. There is no one that we can speak to about the gospel who can say I have no idea or concept about God. There's no such thing as that kind of an atheist. Every man and woman ever brought into this world has God impressed on their hearts and even has God's law impressed in their hearts. And they simply repress that reality. We do not have to build from nothing to something. There's already something there as we engage in evangelism.
     We also learn in this passage another attribute of God's that man shares, is that God is personal, so also man is personal. Isn't it interesting that in Genesis 1:26 God says, "Let us make man in Our image and according to Our likeness and let them rule." It's interesting phraseology. It goes on in verse 27 to say "God created man in His own image. In the image of God He created him male and female, He created them." It seems then that God's creating of man as male and female is reflective of the fact that God is personal. As God, the triune God is eternally in personal fellowship, so also man is created as a personal being, male and female. We are complimentary. We need one another. And so the very differentiation of the sexes, maleness and femaleness, to stress the personalness of ourselves as human beings is part of the image of God.
     By the way, that has massive implications for all sorts of things, everywhere from role relationships to homosexuality. That means, for instance, that homosexuality is actually a denial of our humanity because it refuses to appreciate that God has uniquely given male and female to be the compliments of one another, to be the completion of one another and that that was not to be expressed in male male or female female relationships ultimately. That the oneness of fellowship experienced by God would be mirrored in the male-female marital relationship in mutual self giving. That's an amazing thing all the way back in Genesis 1.
We also learn in this passage that as God is moral, so also is man. In Genesis 1:31, God pronounces everything that He has made to be very good. And it's clear that He is acting in righteousness in all that He does. Man, too, is endowed with righteousness and holiness. He is given things that he is to do in Genesis 1, and in Genesis 2 he is given things that he is not to do and therefore he is to act in righteousness. His heart is to be given over to God. He's to possess holiness and again, in the New Testament, Paul talks about our recreation in Christ in moral terms. Listen to what Paul says in Ephesians 4:24: "Put on the new self which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth." And so as God recreates us in Christ, He restores that original righteousness and holiness with which we were created.
     That's of course an active aspect of the image of God and the more sinful we are, the less we reflect that image. The more sinful we are, in other words, the less human we are. So often people will say something like this: "To err is human. Or I'm sinful, after all I'm just human." And we understand what they’re saying. I'm not wanting to be picky about the phrase. I'm not wanting to censure anybody who ever uses the phrase. I'm just saying that hidden in that phrase is the assumption that it is of the essence of humanity to be sinful. That is wrong. The more we sin, the less human we are. Satan would like us to say, to believe that the delights of life are in the areas which God has forbidden. That is wrong. The delights of life have all been given to us by God within the constraints of His command. Everything outside of those things that God has given us is self-destruction and so sin dehumanizes us and progressively eradicates the image of God in us. Grace always grows that image in us. Let me rapidly conclude.
     Fourthly, in this passage not only do we see that man is distinct from the animal creation, that he has a capacity for rule, that he's a bearer of certain attributes of the Lord, communicable attributes as opposed to incommunicable attributes. We’re not omnipotent, we not omniscient, we not all powerful, we don't have those attributes. But we do have certain attributes of likeness to God. Fourthly, we see that man's life is sacred because of the image of God. If you’ll turn with me quickly to Genesis 9, verse 6, you’ll see this. In Genesis 9, verse 6 we are taught that man's life is sacred because of the image of God in him and so man must be treated in such way. This is stressed in Genesis 9, verses 5 and 6: "Surely I will require your lifeblood; from every beast I will require it; and from every man, from every man's brother I will require the life of man. Whoever sheds man's blood, by man his blood shall be shed, for in the image of God He made man." Notice the argument there. And by the way, that whole passage from Genesis 9:1 through 8 reiterates the creation ordinances that have been given to Adam back in Genesis 1, verses 26 and following. Compare that sometime, it would be a great Bible study to do. But in this passage we are told that it is precisely because man is created in God's image that capital punishment is required for capital crimes. Basically, God is saying to Noah that ‘I take life so seriously that if you unlawfully take the life of another human being, you must forfeit your own life in order to uphold the sacredness of human life.’
     I want you to note that the argument of the Lord to Noah is not the capital punishment as a deterrent to crime. His argument is: capital punishment is necessary for the upholding of God's standard of the value of life. And so when you start saying that human life is not worth another human life, you are inherently devaluing human life. You’re saying that it's worth less than what God originally created it as. And so this passage, I might say, in addition shows that the image of God was not completely lost at the fall. There have been some theologians that said that, especially of the neoorthodox school. They would say that the image of God was completely lost at the fall. But Genesis 9, verse 6, of course, occurs after Genesis 3 where the fall occurs. And God is still speaking to Noah about having to respect human life because of the image of God. It happens after the fall. So the image is not completely lost, though it is effaced. Therefore, we see in this command the only adequate basis for the establishment of basic human rights and mutual respect.
Let me say that there is no other view but the Christian view of man. There is no other view but the Christian view of man which can protect against racism and wicked nationalism. Only the biblical view of man can protect against those things. Jettison Christianity and you condemn yourself, logically, to the crassest and meanest forms of racism and nationalism.
     And finally one last thing. The image of God means that we are endowed with an immortal, spiritual aspect to our being. Turn with me briefly to Genesis 2:7. There we are told that we have a spiritual aspect to our being: "The Lord God formed man of dust from the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being." Adam is endowed with a soul, with a spirit. He has an aspect to his being which is personal and spiritual and immortal. It will go on and on and that is part of the image of God. Man goes on forever. Personal, self-conscious in knowledge and in thought and in action. And that is why it is so important for us to preach the gospel. For if we deny God in this life, that immortal, self-conscious aspect to our being does not cease to exist, it must go on eternally apart from God eternally becoming less human but never being extinguished. And that is a fate that we would wish upon no one and only the gospel can save us. Let's pray.
     Our Father, we thank You for this word and ask You that You would bless us, spiritually nourish us by it, for Christ's sake. Amen.
© 2026 First Presbyterian Church.
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