ANNA'S EPIPHANY

Epiphany 2025: Introducing us to Jesus January 11, 2025

Coming up to them at that very moment
[Annal gave thanks to God and spoke about the child
to all who were looking forward to the redemption of Israel.
Luke 2:38

Having an “aha!” moment with Jesus

1. Epiphany (from the Greek epi + phainein, “to shine upon”) is the season of Jesus’ introduction to
the world. In this text we hear the first “prophetic” word about Messiah.

2. Listen to the text with these two questions in mind:

1) Why is “that very moment” going to be important?

2) How does Jesus fulfill God’s story for Israel and for the entire world!?!
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Listening to Anna’s sermon in Luke 2:36-40

21 On the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise him, he was named Jesus, the name the angel had
given him before he had been conceived.

22 When the time of their purification according to the Law of Moses had been completed, Joseph and
Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord % (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every
firstborn male is to be consecrated to the Lord”), ** and to offer a sacrifice in keeping with what is said in
the Law of the Lord: “a pair of doves or two young pigeons.”

23 Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon . . . .

36 There was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old;
she had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, >’ and then was a widow until she was
eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. ® Coming up to
them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were looking

forward to the redemption of Jerusalem.

3 When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law of the Lord, they returned to
Galilee to their own town of Nazareth. *’ And the child grew and became strong; he was filled with
wisdom, and the grace of God was upon him.

1. Jesus humbles himself under Torah. We read “salvation” and “redemption” in their Old Covenant
context.
You must give me the firstborn of your sons. >’ Do the same with your cattle and your sheep. Let

them stay with their mothers for seven days, but give them to me on the eighth day.
Exodus 22:29 (See Exodus 13:2; Leviticus 12 and 27, and Ligon Duncan’s message on this text.)

2. Anna is part of the “remnant” that has always lived by faith and is looking forward Messiah. Her
name, father, tribe and “appearing” (see Luke 2:9) point to the God-ness of this moment.

19 The couriers went from town to town in Ephraim and Manasseh, as far as Zebulun, but the
people scorned and ridiculed them. '’ Nevertheless, some men of Asher, Manasseh and Zebulun
humbled themselves and went to Jerusalem.

2 Chronicles 30:6-11

3. The prophetess preaches the first authentic New Testament sermon. Remember Luke’s emphasis
on “the women” in Luke 23:35-24:12. Anna’s message: The promise of God’s salvation has
appeared in revelation of Jesus.

4. Luke skips the magi arrival and has Joseph, Mary and the child return to Nazareth, from where the
“light for revelation to the Gentiles” — that us!! — would come (see those Isaiah passages: Isaiah
2:5,9:1-2; 49:6; 60:1-22).

5. “The child” is already living into the mystery of being both divine and human: to one being
redeemed is also the Redeemer!

4 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of

the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
John 1



Learning from the Prophetess

1. Luke is preparing his readers for the epiphany that faith trumps obligation, that obedience is better
than sacrifice, that the New Covenant will supersede Sinai’s covenant.

“Does the Lord delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices
as much as in obeying the voice of the Lord?
To obey is better than sacrifice,
and to heed is better than the fat of rams.
1 Samuel 15:22 (See also Joshua 1:7; Deut. 6:3,24-25; Psalm 119:1-8; Isaoaoh 50:10.)

38 “Therefore, my brothers, I want you to know that through Jesus the forgiveness of sins is
proclaimed to you. 3° Through him everyone who believes is justified from everything you could not
be justified from by the law of Moses.

Acts 13

2. We are in the tradition of the elect remnant, and this is the “moment” for preaching redemption

Faith, we shall always find — is the universal character of God's elect. These men and women here
described, dwelling in the midst of a wicked city — walked by faith, and not by sight. They were not carried
away by the flood of worldliness, formality, and self-righteousness around them. They were not infected by
the carnal expectations of a mere worldly Messiah, in which most Jews indulged. They lived in the faith of
patriarchs and prophets — that the coming Redeemer would bring in holiness and righteousness, and that
His principal victory would be over sin and the devil! For such a Redeemer — they waited patiently. For
such a victory — they earnestly longed.

Let us learn a lesson from these godly people. If they, with so few helps and so many discouragements,
lived such a life of faith — then how much more ought we with a finished Bible and a full Gospel — to live
by faith. Let us strive, like them, to walk by faith and look forward.

J. C. Ryle’s commentary

3. Jesus’ experience of God’s grace and strength is ours!

™ For this reason I kneel before the Father, I’ from whom his whole family in heaven and on
earth derives its name. 1% I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power
through his Spirit in your inner being, '’ so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith.
Ephesians 3 (Go back to Luke 1:32 and Spurgeon’s “He Shall Be Great” sermon.)

Resources for an epiphany in Luke’s gospel:

The Bible Project material on Luke is at https.//bibleproject.com/guides/book-of-luke/

Spurgeon has a wonderful semon on Luke 2 at https.//www.romans45.org/spurgeon/sermons/1014.htm

J. C. Ryle’s comments are very good at https://www.gracegem s.org/Ryle/Luke.htm
Bob Deffinbaugh has this sermon series on Luke at https://bible.org/series/luke-gospel-gentiles

John MacArthur has a sermon on Anna at https.//www.gty.org/sermons/42-31/testifying-to-jesus-anna

Martin Luther has a commentary on this text at https.//godrules.net/library/luther/129luther_al(.htm

Ligon Duncan’s very good sermon series on Luke can be found at https.//fpcjackson.org/resource-
library/sermon-series/luke-2/
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