Gop WiLL PROVIDE

Ready for Jesus in Torah: Genesis 22:8 November 26, 2023

8Abraham answered, “God himself will provide the lamb
for the burnt offering, my son.”
Genesis 22

Is Genesis 22 a Christmas text?

Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!”

“Here I am,” he replied.

2 Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love, and go to the region of Moriah.
Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains I will tell you about.”

3 Early the next morning Abraham got up and saddled his donkey. He took with him two of his servants
and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out for the place God had
told him about. # On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance. ® He said to his
servants, “Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go over there. We will worship and then we will
come back to you.”

® Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried
the fire and the knife. As the two of them went on together, ’ Isaac spoke up and said to his father
Abraham, “Father?”

“Yes, my son?”” Abraham replied.

“The fire and wood are here,” Isaac said, “but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?”

8 Abraham answered, “God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.” And the two
of them went on together.

Genesis 22

1. God’s provision confirms Abraham’s faith
2. Torah often tells its story of God’s deliverance through the themes of sonship and sacrifice
3. Jesus is the “Lamb of God” (John 1:29) who is God’s provision for us

4. Watch for these themes as God prepares his people (and us!) for Jesus
God’s promises which will be fulfilled in Jesus

The sonship theme which carries through the entire story

God’s heart for his world which is revealed most perfectly in Jesus



Introducing us to the God who provides

The LORD appeared to Abraham near the great trees of Mamre while he was sitting at the entrance to
his tent in the heat of the day. > Abraham looked up and saw three men standing nearby. When he saw
them, he hurried from the entrance of his tent to meet them and bowed low to the ground.

8 He said, “If I have found favor in your eyes, my lord, do not pass your servant by. * Let a little water
be brought, and then you may all wash your feet and rest under this tree. ° Let me get you something to eat,
so you can be refreshed and then go on your way—now that you have come to your servant.”

“Very well,” they answered, “do as you say.”

6 So Abraham hurried into the tent to Sarah. “Quick,” he said, “‘get three seahs of fine flour and knead
it and bake some bread.”

" Then he ran to the herd and selected a choice, tender calf and gave it to a servant, who hurried to
prepare it.  He then brought some curds and milk and the calf that had been prepared, and set these
before them. While they ate, he stood near them under a tree.

S “Where is your wife Sarah?” they asked him.

“There, in the tent,” he said.

19 Then the LORD said, “I will surely return to you about this time next year, and Sarah your wife will
have a son.”

Genesis 18

1. God steps into humanity’s darkest places

15 And I will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and hers;
he will crush your head,
and you will strike his heel.”
Genesis 3

2. God has a plan for redeeming his people

2L Then Moses summoned all the elders of Israel and said to them, “Go at once and select the
animals for your families and slaughter the Passover lamb. 22 Take a bunch of hyssop, dip it into the
blood in the basin and put some of the blood on the top and on both sides of the doorframe. Not one of
you shall go out the door of his house until morning. 2 When the LORD goes through the land to strike
down the Egyptians, he will see the blood on the top and sides of the doorframe and will pass over that
doorway, and he will not permit the destroyer to enter your houses and strike you down.
Exodus 11

3. God’s plan begins with grace!

"The Lorb did not set his affection on you and choose you because you were more numerous than
other peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoples. & But it was because the LoRD loved you and kept
the oath he swore to your forefathers that he brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed you
from the land of slavery, from the power of Pharaoh king of Egypt. ® Know therefore that the LORD
your God is God; he is the faithful God, keeping his covenant of love to a thousand generations of
those who love him and keep his commands . . . . ! Therefore, take care to follow the commands,
decrees and laws I give you today.

Deuteronomy 7



Lessons from God’s provision
1. God provides to show us what’s most important

Be careful to follow every command | am giving you today, so that you may live and increase and
may enter and possess the land that the LORD promised on oath to your forefathers. 2 Remember how
the LORD your God led you all the way in the desert these forty years, to humble you and to test you in
order to know what was in your heart, whether or not you would keep his commands. * He humbled
you, causing you to hunger and then feeding you with manna, which neither you nor your fathers had
known, to teach you that man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the
mouth of the LorD. # Your clothes did not wear out and your feet did not swell during these forty
years. ° Know then in your heart that as a man disciplines his son, so the LorD your God disciplines
you.

Deuteronomy 8 (see also 8:6-20 where manna is called a “test”,
then check John 6:26-51 for Jesus’ commentary on this picture)

2. God’s provides so that we can be a blessing to the world

2 “I will make you into a great nation

and I will bless you;
I will make your name great,
and you will be a blessing.
3 1 will bless those who bless you,
and whoever curses you | will curse;
and all peoples on earth
will be blessed through you.”
Genesis 12

3. God provides so that my faith will be blessed

12.“Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear

God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son.”

13 Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went over and
took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son. 1 So Abraham called that place
The LORD Will Provide. And to this day it is said, “On the mountain of the LORD it will be provided.”

15 The angel of the LorD called to Abraham from heaven a second time ® and said, “I swear by
myself, declares the LORD, that because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only
son, 1" 1 will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the
sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their enemies, 8 and
through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me.”

19 Then Abraham returned to his servants, and they set off together for Beersheba. And Abraham
stayed in Beersheba.

Genesis 22



