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. . . so that all the Jews and Greeks who lived in the province of Asia 
heard the word of the Lord. 

Acts 19:10 
 

How the third missionary journey started 
23 After spending some time in Antioch, Paul set out from there and traveled from place to place 

throughout the region of Galatia and Phrygia, strengthening all the disciples.  
24 Meanwhile a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was a learned 

man, with a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures. 25 He had been instructed in the way of the Lord, 

and he spoke with great fervor and taught about Jesus accurately, though he knew only the baptism of 

John. 26 He began to speak boldly in the synagogue. When Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they invited 

him to their home and explained to him the way of God more adequately.  
27 When Apollos wanted to go to Achaia, the brothers encouraged him and wrote to the disciples 

there to welcome him. On arriving, he was a great help to those who by grace had believed. 28 For he 

vigorously refuted the Jews in public debate, proving from the Scriptures that Jesus was the Christ.  

While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the road through the interior and arrived at Ephesus. 

Acts 18:23-19:1 

 
1.  Priscilla and Aquila are already at work to disciple the next generation of teachers 
 

 

 

2.  Paul expects this to be his final “strengthening” trip to the churches in the west 

 
 

 



Reaching the whole province of Asia 

While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the road through the interior and arrived at Ephesus. 

There he found some disciples 2 and asked them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you 

believed?”  

They answered, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.”  
3 So Paul asked, “Then what baptism did you receive?”  

“John’s baptism,” they replied.  
4 Paul said, “John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance. He told the people to believe in the one 

coming after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5 On hearing this, they were baptized into the name of the Lord 

Jesus. 6 When Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in tongues 

and prophesied. 7 There were about twelve men in all.  
8 Paul entered the synagogue and spoke boldly there for three months, arguing persuasively about 

the kingdom of God. 9 But some of them became obstinate; they refused to believe and publicly 

maligned the Way. So Paul left them. He took the disciples with him and had discussions daily in the 

lecture hall of Tyrannus. 10 This went on for two years, so that all the Jews and Greeks who lived in 

the province of Asia heard the word of the Lord.  

Acts 18:9-11 

 
1.   The disciples had learned well, just not enough – they needed to grow from repentance to power! 
 

 

 

2.  This is the fourth “Pentecost” moment in Acts – once again confirming that God is at work 
 

 

 

3.   Paul’s new missionary strategy of clustering works!  (Read Ephesians, Colossians and Revelation 

for more on these “province of Asia” churches) 
 

 

 

 

Paul’s farewell to the Ephesian elders 
25 “Now I know that none of you among whom I have gone about preaching the kingdom will ever 

see me again. 26 Therefore, I declare to you today that I am innocent of the blood of all men. 27 For I 

have not hesitated to proclaim to you the whole will of God. 28 Keep watch over yourselves and all the 

flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he 

bought with his own blood. 29 I know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in among you and will 

not spare the flock. 30 Even from your own number men will arise and distort the truth in order to 

draw away disciples after them. 31 So be on your guard! Remember that for three years I never 

stopped warning each of you night and day with tears.  
32 “Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up and give you an 

inheritance among all those who are sanctified.  

Acts 20 (see Peter’s similar thoughts in 2 Peter 2:1-3) 

 
1. Paul’s final work in the province of Asia is to encourage and equip the “overseers’ 
 

 

 

2.  While these churches will face persecution, the bigger threat will always be internal 

 



Why the Holy Spirit mattered so much in Ephesus 
 

1.  The Holy Spirit would introduce them to their glorious salvation (and supply a little wisdom!) 
 

11 In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works 

out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, 12 in order that we, who were the first to hope 

in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. 13 And you also were included in Christ when you heard 

the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, 

the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of 

those who are God’s possession—to the praise of his glory.  
15 For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the 

saints, 16 I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. 17 I keep asking 

that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and 

revelation, so that you may know him better. 18 I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be 

enlightened . . . .  

Ephesians 1 

 

 

 

 

2.  Being “filled” with the Spirit is how the life of love is lived: speaking, singing, giving thanks,  

 submitting . . . .  
 

Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children 2 and live a life of love, just as Christ 

loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God . . . .  15 Be very careful, 

then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, 16 making the most of every opportunity, because the 

days are evil. 17 Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord’s will is. 18 Do not get 

drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit. 19 Speak to one another 

with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord, 20 always 

giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
21 Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. 

Ephesians 5 

 

 

 

 
3.  The work of the Holy Spirit is how we experience God’s power for spiritual warfare 
 

10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the full armor of God so that 

you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, 

but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the 

spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms . . . .    16 In addition to all this, take up the shield of 

faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17 Take the helmet of 

salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 18 And pray in the Spirit on all 

occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on 

praying for all the saints.  

Ephesians 6 

 

 

 



Resources for further studies in Acts 

The Bible Project team has great stuff on Acts at https://open.life.church/items/179224-poster-jpg 

Spurgeon has several sermons on these texts which are available at 

https://www.biblebb.com/brefindex/act.htm 

Tim Keller has said much on the topic of mission.  See “5 Practices” at https://brave.is/5-practices-of-a-

missional-church-tim-keller/  and https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/trevin-wax/gospel-culture-

and-mission-an-interview-with-tim-keller/ 

D. A. Carson has a wonderful essay from Acts 17 on “Worldview Evangelism” at 

https://www.monergism.com/athens-revisited-exegetical-study-acts-17-da-carson 

Deffinbaugh has an audio only message on Acts 17 at https://bible.org/series/studies-book-acts   His 

semon on Acts 20 is at https://bible.org/seriespage/pauls-parting-words-acts-201-38 

I borrowed from this John Piper message on missions: https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/the-

supremacy-of-god-in-missions 

For those who want to dig deeper into the worldview clash at Mars Hill, I recommend Andrew Klavan’s 

challenging “Speaking Truth into Modern Culture” at https://youtu.be/Cckiti7as44 

John Stott’s The Spirit, The Church and the World: The Message of Acts (IVP, 1990) and F. F. Bruce’s 

work:  New Testament History (Doubleday, 1980) and The Book of the Acts (Eerdmans, 1984).  For 

this passage, I also like Kistemaker’s commentary (Baker Book House, 1990). 

Harry Boer, That My House May Be Filled (Eerdmans, 1957) 
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