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The apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because  
they had been counted worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name. 

Day after day, in the temple courts and from house to house, 
they never stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news 

that Jesus is the Christ. 
Acts 5:41-42 

Satan’s counter-attack 

3 Then Peter said, “Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the 

Holy Spirit . . . .” 

Acts 5:3 

17 Then the high priest and all his associates, who were members of the party of the Sadducees, 

were filled with jealousy. 18 They arrested the apostles and put them in the public jail. 

Acts 5:17 

1  In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Grecian Jews among them 

complained against the Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overlooked in the daily 

distribution of food. 

Acts 6:1 

12 So they stirred up the people and the elders and the teachers of the law. They seized Stephen and 

brought him before the Sanhedrin. 13 They produced false witnesses, who testified, “This fellow never 

stops speaking against this holy place and against the law. 14 For we have heard him say that this 

Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and change the customs Moses handed down to us.” 

Acts 6:12 
 

 

 

 1)   The church should expect Satan’s opposition (remember 1 Peter 4:12-19) 

 

 

 

 2)   The church should expect God to be able to use this opposition for his glory 

 

 

 

 3) Satan’s attacks are going to help accomplish ___________________________________ : 

 

 

 

  

 



The “full message of this new life” (the message is more important than the miracle!) 

12 The apostles performed many miraculous signs and wonders among the people. And all the 

believers used to meet together in Solomon’s Colonnade. 13 No one else dared join them, even though 

they were highly regarded by the people. 14 Nevertheless, more and more men and women believed in 

the Lord and were added to their number. 15 As a result, people brought the sick into the streets and laid 

them on beds and mats so that at least Peter’s shadow might fall on some of them as he passed by. 16 

Crowds gathered also from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing their sick and those tormented by evil 

spirits, and all of them were healed.  
17 Then the high priest and all his associates, who were members of the party of the Sadducees, were 

filled with jealousy. 18 They arrested the apostles and put them in the public jail. 19 But during the night 

an angel of the Lord opened the doors of the jail and brought them out. 20 “Go, stand in the temple 

courts,” he said, “and tell the people the full message of this new life.”  
21 At daybreak they entered the temple courts, as they had been told, and began to teach the people.  

When the high priest and his associates arrived, they called together the Sanhedrin—the full 

assembly of the elders of Israel—and sent to the jail for the apostles. 22 But on arriving at the jail, the 

officers did not find them there. So they went back and reported, 23 “We found the jail securely locked, 

with the guards standing at the doors; but when we opened them, we found no one inside.” 24 On hearing 

this report, the captain of the temple guard and the chief priests were puzzled, wondering what would 

come of this.  
25 Then someone came and said, “Look! The men you put in jail are standing in the temple courts 

teaching the people.” 26 At that, the captain went with his officers and brought the apostles. They did 

not use force, because they feared that the people would stone them.  
27 Having brought the apostles, they made them appear before the Sanhedrin to be questioned by the 

high priest. 28 “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name,” he said. “Yet you have filled 

Jerusalem with your teaching and are determined to make us guilty of this man’s blood.”  
29 Peter and the other apostles replied: “We must obey God rather than men! 30 The God of our 

fathers raised Jesus from the dead—whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. 31 God exalted him 

to his own right hand as Prince and Savior that he might give repentance and forgiveness of sins to 

Israel. 32 We are witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who 

obey him.”  
33 When they heard this, they were furious and wanted to put them to death . . . . 

Acts 5 
 

 

 

 1)   The “full message of this new life” is all about _____________________________________ 

 

 

 

 2)   The Jewish elders can’t even say the Name (they are the first century elite) 

 

 

 

 3)   Peter’s Jesus is both “Captain” (see Acts 3:15; Hebrews 12:2) and Savior  

 

 

 

 4)  Peter’s gospel is convicting – when was the last time I made someone furious? 

 

 



When the right answer isn’t good enough 
 34 But a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law, who was honored by all the people, stood 

up in the Sanhedrin and ordered that the men be put outside for a little while. 35 Then he addressed 

them: “Men of Israel, consider carefully what you intend to do to these men. 36 Some time ago Theudas 

appeared, claiming to be somebody, and about four hundred men rallied to him. He was killed, all his 

followers were dispersed, and it all came to nothing. 37 After him, Judas the Galilean appeared in the 

days of the census and led a band of people in revolt. He too was killed, and all his followers were 

scattered. 38 Therefore, in the present case I advise you: Leave these men alone! Let them go! For if 

their purpose or activity is of human origin, it will fail. 39 But if it is from God, you will not be able to 

stop these men; you will only find yourselves fighting against God.”  
40 His speech persuaded them. They called the apostles in and had them flogged. Then they ordered 

them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go.  

Acts 5:34-40 
 
 

 

 1)   While Gamaliel’s restraint is admirable . . . . 
 

 

 

 

 2)   Gamaliel is nevertheless an example of unbelief masquerading as an open mind 
 

 

 

 

 

Back to the beginning 
41 The apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they had been counted worthy of suffering 

disgrace for the Name. 42 Day after day, in the temple courts and from house to house, they never stopped 

teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Christ. 

Acts 5:34-42 

 

 

1) Rejoicing is an expression of the Spirit’s presence (Galatians 5) and our future (1 Peter 4:13) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 2)  Suffering is essential to our sanctification (see Philippians 3:10) 

 

 

 

 

 

 3) Our goal is to fill Anacortes with this good news! 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Resources for further studies in Acts 

The Bible Project team has great stuff on Acts at https://open.life.church/items/179224-poster-jpg 

Spurgeon has sermons on this text at https://www.ccel.org/ccel/spurgeon/sermons34.xxx.html  and 

http://www.romans45.org/spurgeon/sermons/0369.htm 

I really appreciate J.C. Ryle’s essay on conversion in Acts: https://www.monergism.com/conversion-j-c-

rylehttps://www.monergism.com/conversion-j-c-ryle 

Alexander Maclaren has an especially helpful  commentary on this text available at 

https://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/8397/pg8397.html 

Deffinbaugh has a helpful introduction at  https://bible.org/seriespage/unique-contribution-book-acts  

His Acts series is at https://bible.org/series/studies-book-acts   His sermon on this text is at 

https://bible.org/seriespage/10-popularity-persecution-and-divine-deliverance-acts-512-42 

Tim Keller has a wonderful sermon at https://www.monergism.com/signs-king-%E2%80%93-acts-237-47 

John Piper has an interesting take on this passage at https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/be-like-

barnabas-not-like-ananias  

I have really appreciated John Stott’s The Spirit, The Church and the World: The Message of Acts (IVP, 

1990) and F. F. Bruce’s work:  New Testament History (Doubleday, 1980) and The Book of the Acts 

(Eerdmans, 1984). 

Carl Trueman’s conclusion in The Rise and Triumph of the Modern Self (Crossway, 2020) influenced my 

thinking on the church.  His third point, the importance of proper natural law thinking, is reflected in 

Kevin DeYoung’s blog at https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/kevin-deyoung/gods-good-gift-in-

making-us-men-and-women/ 
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